The International Economic Summit Institute
At Boise State University

Organizational Information
The International Economic Summit Institute at Boise State University operates within the Idaho Council on Economic Education, a 501c3, non profit organization that has existed since 1971. 
History:  The Idaho Council on Economic Education was formed in 1971 as a 501c3 organization for the purpose of promoting and enhancing economic and financial education among Idaho’s students.  The Council also formed and oversees the work of four university based Centers for Economic Education at Boise State, Idaho State, University of Idaho and College of Southern Idaho.  The Council and its Centers are certified affiliates of the National Council on Economic Education, based in New York, and part of an extensive network of Councils and Centers spread across the United States.  
Governance:  The Idaho Council is governed by a Board of Directors.  The current Chairman, Bea Black, is President of the Idaho Women and Children’s Alliance and has been Council Chair for two years.  Many other prominent Idaho business and banking leaders have occupied the chairmanship over the last 35 years.   Current board members include bankers, business owners and managers, educational administrators and community leaders. 
Executive Director:  The Executive Director and President of the Idaho Council, with offices at Boise State University, is Leon Maynard.  Mr. Maynard has a 30 year career in international finance, economics and business.  He earned his MBA in International Business from Thunderbird Graduate School of International Management and his BA from Brigham Young University.  He has held the following positions prior to joining the Idaho Council: Vice President, Chase Manhattan Bank; Vice President Marketing GATX Capital Corporation; Chief Financial Officer Pacific Telesis International and Chief Executive Officer, Nextron Communications.  He also launched and managed the Steven R. Covey Leadership Center-Idaho in 1990.  
Flagship Program-The Summit:  The flagship program of the Idaho Council and its Centers is the International Economic Summit.  The Summit originated at Borah High in Boise.  Two economics teachers, Elsa Bennett and Kali Kurdy, trying to find a more interesting and hands-on way to teach economics, conceptualized the program.  Kali received the NASDAQ Teacher of the Year Award for her work.  The popularity of the Summit among students, teachers and administrators spread rapidly and many businesses and banks have provided support to help maintain the Summit as a permanent tool for teaching economics and international business in Idaho.  These include the Albertson’s Foundation, U.S. Bank, Wells Fargo Bank, the Washington Group, Idaho Power, Intermountain Gas and many other organizations. As the Summit grew, it was adopted by the Idaho State Department of Education as the Summit satisfies Idaho’s stringent standards for economics education for high school students.  The Federal Reserve Bank of the United States also promotes the Summit as “the most effective tool we know of to teach international trade and economics to students”.  
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